
 

 

My Doncsecz – Pinter family 

Written by Margaret Pinter McCarthy 

Can you imagine the feelings of the many people coming from the Raba region of Hungary to the United States in the late 

1800’s and the early 1900’s – apprehension, fear of the unknown, perhaps loneliness if travelling alone?  And, the trip was 

not an easy one….a long ship ride across the ocean in conditions that were not ideal.  But, it was also a trip full of 

excitement and hope.  They persevered and endured.  They worked hard when arriving in the United States, finding jobs, 

creating families, homes, and friendships, as well as reuniting with relatives already here and welcoming those who arrived 

at a later date. 

My name is Margaret Pinter McCarthy.  I live in Bethlehem, PA, USA.  I would like to tell you a little bit about my Windish 

grandparents who arrived in South Bethlehem at the turn of the century.  My grandmother on my father’s side was 

Theresa M. Zampar, the daughter of Janos Zsampar and Anna Domjan Zsampar.  My grandmother Theresa M. Zampar was 

born 1888 in Slovenska Ves/Rábatótfalu (Hungary) and immigrated to the USA in 1905.  

 

In 1906, she married Karoly Doncsecz, son of Matyas Doncsecz and Terez Horvath Doncsecz. Karoly Doncsecz was born in 

Kethely in 1880, which is today a part of the town Monošter/Szentgotthard (Hungary). He was Windish too and originated 

in Števanovci/Apátistvánfalva. Karoly Doncsecz came to the USA for the first time in 1902. He made several trips home to 

Števanovci/Apátistvánfalva (in 1904 and in 1910). It was not uncommon that people went home again to support their 

families or that they commuted between the USA and their homeland. Some immigrants came to the U.S. only for a certain 



 

 

period of time to earn money and when they needed money again they returned to work in the USA. It is probable that 

being married to my grandmother Theresa Zampar made him stay in the USA. 

 

 

Károly Doncsecz and Theresa Zampar had four children: Frank Donchez, Mary T. Donchez, Charles F. Donchez, and Anna 

Donchez. Karoly Doncsecz died from a heart condition in 1912 at the age of 32 and left his wife with four children. 

Approximately 5 years later, Theresa married my grandfather, Karoly Pinter, son of Karoly Pinter and Maria Horvath Pinter. 

My grandfather Karoly Pinter was born in Števanovci/Apátistvánfalva (Hungary) in 1888 and immigrated 1905 on the ship 

“La Gascogne” from Le Havre (France) with 15 $ in his pocket to the USA. His brother-in-law Jozsef Sömenek was already 

in Bethlehem, PA to whom Karoly Pinter went. My grandfather had three brothers Frank (Ferencz) Pinter, Matyas Pinter, 

and Istvan (Stephen) Pinter and three sisters Anna, Rozalia, and Terez Pinter. All his three brothers and one sister of his 

immigrated to Bethlehem, PA. Frank Pinter married a woman from Števanovci/Apátistvánfalva too. Her name was Thereza 

Zavecz. My grandfather’s sister Rozalia Pinter married 1906 Janos Doncsecz, who was a brother of my grandmother’s first 

husband Karoly Doncsecz. My grandparents Karoly Pinter and Theresa M. Zampar Pinter also had four children: Stephen 

L. Pinter (my father), Helen Pinter, Elizabeth Pinter (who died at the age of 24 months from the Spanish flu that struck 

Bethlehem in 1918), and Joseph C. Pinter. My grandfather died of pneumonia on 27 October 1957 and my grandmother 

died of leukemia on 4 May 1938. Both are buried on St. Michael’s cemetery in Bethlehem, PA. The Doncsecz and Pinter 

siblings lived as one family. They were very close. 

 



 

 

The Donchez (Doncsecz) – Pinter Family (Bethlehem, PA in the 1920’s) 

 

 

 

My father, Stephen Pinter, married my mother, Margaret Pongracz Pinter, whose Hungarian parents also came from the 

Raba region of Hungary. Her parents were Michael Pongracz and Maria Pencz Pongracz. Michael Pongracz was born in 

Körmend (Hungary) in 1874 and he was an orphan. Maria Pencz Pongracz was born in Zsida (Hungary) in 1884.  



 

 

They married in Hungary in 1902 and immigrated to Bethlehem, PA in 1903. Michael Pongracz was one of the founders of 

St John Capistrano Church at 4th and Hayes Sts. in Bethlehem, PA. 

 

 

 

With this fairly large family, there were many cousins in each generation. I remember as a child having many family picnics 

and also gatherings at pavilions where polka dancing was held and many delicious ethnic foods were served. Most of our 

grandfathers and fathers worked as laborers at the Bethlehem Steel Company. Our mothers were homemakers or worked 

in the silk mills and tobacco factories. 



 

 

I was born in 1944. My father and most of my uncles served in the military during World War II; my father serving in the 

US Navy in the Sea of Japan. Thankfully, they all came home safely, unlike the many heroes who lost their lives in the war.   

 

At the time, South Bethlehem was truly a “melting pot.” Our daily lives revolved around the churches.  There was a Windish 

Catholic Church, a Windish Lutheran Church, a Hungarian Church, a German Church, a Slovak Church, an Italian Church, a 

Polish Church and an Irish Church. With the exception of the Windish Lutheran Church, all were Roman Catholic. Growing 

up, my friends were of the same background as me.  Our fathers all worked at the Steel Co. and, despite which church we 

were affiliated with, we all went to the same high school – Bethlehem Catholic High School. We were a family and looked 

after each other. It was an idyllic childhood. 

I must mention that in the past, our families struggled financially, but our grandparents and parents worked hard to see 

that we grew up in stable homes or apartments, were fed, and each had a good education. My generation is settled. Our 

children are doing well, and our grandchildren have many, many opportunities to go to college or to get good jobs. The 

Doncsecz-Pinter family has thrived. We have lawyers, teachers, mathematicians, social workers, accountants, factory 

workers, historical society workers, secretaries, physical therapists, and business workers amongst our numbers. I know I 

speak for all the family when I say we are very proud of and thankful to our parents and grandparents from the Raba 

Region in Hungary for bringing us to this point in our lives where we have so many wonderful memories of the past and 

so much to look forward to in the future.  And, we are proud to be Windish! 

 

Written by Margaret Pinter McCarthy 

Compiled and edited by Tibor Horvat & Joël Gerber 



 

 

Graves of Charles (Karoly) Doncsecz, Charles (Karoly) Pinter and Theresa Zampar Doncsecz Pinter 
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Obituaries in Porabian Slovenian (Windish) dialect 

   

 

 

 



 

 

The Donchez (Doncsecz) – Pinter family at a glance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The children of Charles (Karoly) Doncsecz and Theresa Zampar Doncsecz Pinter 

 

 

       

 



 

 

The children of Charles (Karoly) Pinter and Theresa Zampar Doncsecz Pinter 

 

 



 

 

Meeting the descendants of Charles (Karoly) Doncsecz, Charles (Karoly) Pinter and Theresa Zampar Doncsecz Pinter 

Written by Tibor Horvat & Joël Gerber 

 

When Tibor Horvat and his father visited his aunts in the U.S. in 1989, they went also to Bethlehem, PA to visit Tibor’s 

father’s former neighbors from Števanovci/Apátistvánfalva. There, Tibor Horvat noticed that the city of Bethlehem has a 

large community of Slovenes from the Raba Region in Hungary. Years later, we (Tibor Horvat and Joël Gerber) began to 

deal with the emigration history of the Slovenes from Hungary to Bethlehem, PA. Also the fact that Tibor’s two grandaunts 

(Marija Horvat and Ana Horvat) emigrated to the U.S. around 1910, motivated us to learn more about Slovene emigration 

history. In 2005, we wrote an e-mail to Charlene Donchez Mowers, the President of Historic Bethlehem Museums and 

Sites, to ask her about Bethlehem’s Slovene heritage. We assumed that her maiden name Donchez must be an 

Americanized version of a Porabian Slovene last name Doncsecz and thus she could provide us with further first-hand 

information on Bethlehem’s Slovene past and present. It turned out that our e-mail to Charlene Donchez Mowers meant 

a huge success to us. She replied to our e-mail straightaway and gave us precious historical information on Bethlehem and 

also the e-mail address of her cousin, Margaret Pinter McCarthy and her husband Joseph McCarthy, both living in 

Bethlehem. We then contacted the McCarthys with whom we established an intensive and interesting conversation about 

the Slovene history of Bethlehem. We learned with great pleasure that Margaret Pinter McCarthy’s and Charlene Donchez 

Mower’s grandfathers were born in Števanovci/Apátistvánfalva where also Tibor Horvat originates from. Enthusiasm to 

find out more about the Slovene heritage of Bethlehem grew and in 2006, we decided to travel to Bethlehem, PA. We 

intended to get first-hand information on the city’s Slovene heritage on site and to meet Charlene, Margaret and Joseph 

in person. When we arrived in Bethlehem, PA, Charlene, Margaret and Joseph welcomed us cordially, which we 

appreciated very much. We all saw us for the first time but it felt as if we had known each other already for years and as 

if we were related to each other.  

 

After interesting and extensive discussions about our common Windish heritage and ancestors, we found out that we are 

really related: Margaret Pinter McCarthy’s grandfather’s mother, Marija (Mária) Horvat, and Charlene Donchez Mowers’ 

grandfather’s mother, Terezija (Teréz) Horvat, were sisters of Tibor’s grandfather’s father, Karel (Károly) Horvat. This 



 

 

means that Tibor, Margaret and Charlene are third cousins who have the same great-great-grandparents: Janez (János) 

Horvat (born in Števanovci/Apátistvánfalva) and Marija (Mária) Bedi (born in Verica Ritkarovci/Kétvölgy). It was such a 

wonderful surprise that we did not only become friends but that we also found new relatives in the USA and all the 

experiences we made there were thoroughly positive, which inspired us to visit Bethlehem, PA once again in 2007.  

In 2007, we had the great opportunity to visit Margaret Pinter McCarthy’s father, Stephen L. Pinter, who still lived in South 

Bethlehem where decades ago the majority of the Porabian and Prekmurian Slovenes settled and used to live and work. 

Mr. Stephen L. Pinter told us vividly about his Slovene Windish past. He reminisced about his parents, Károly Pinter and 

Theresa Zampar Pinter, and told us that they spoke Windish (Porabian Slovenian) together and how they preserved their 

Windish heritage. Mr Pinter still knew a little Windish and he remembered also a Windish song he had been taught by his 

parents when he was still a child. It was a highly emotional moment when he sang the old Windish song and you we felt 

how proud he was of his Windish roots. He also told us about working at The Bethlehem Steel Company and how life used 

to be as a child and a young adult in multicultural South Bethlehem. He informed us about the Windish communities and 

the church the Windish Catholics went to (St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church) in South Bethlehem as well. Talking to 

Margaret Pinter McCarthy’s father was such an enriching experience and it was so fascinating to get first-hand information 

on Windish Bethlehem. We are very thankful to Margaret Pinter McCarthy who had introduced us to her father and we 

are also very grateful to Mr Pinter who shared his precious memories with us. 2010, Mr Pinter’s daughter informed us 

about his passing, which made us very sad. We will keep Mr Pinter always in our memories and will remember him as a 

very sympathetic man with a big heart and an important witness of the Windish life of Bethlehem.  

 

 

 



 

 

In 2007, we had also the great opportunity to meet the other grandchildren of Charles (Károly) Doncsecz, Mary Pongracz 

and Josephine Pongracz Kohls and her husband Dr. Winfred Kohls who gave us a warm welcome in Bethlehem and 

provided us with precious information on Slovene Windish heritage in Bethlehem too. We owe thanks to them as well. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

In 2007, we met Margaret Pinter McCarthy and her husband, Joseph McCarthy, in the Slovene Raba Region in Hungary. 

We visited Margaret’s grandmother’s (Maria Pencz Pongracz) birthplace in Zsida and her grandfather’s, Charles (Karoly) 

Pinter’s, birthplace Števanovci/Apátistvánfalva where we met also Tibor’s uncle and Margaret’s father’s second cousin. 

 

    

 

We are really thankful and glad that we had the opportunity to meet Karoly Doncsecz‘, Karoly Pinter‘s and Theresa Zampar 

Doncsecz Pinter’s grandchildren with whom we cultivate a deep friendship still today. We thank Margaret Pinter McCarthy 

and Joseph McCarthy for sharing their memories about the emigration history of the Doncsecz Pinter family with us and 

for making the valuable photographs of their ancestors available to us.  

 

Tibor Horvat & Joël Gerber, May 2016 


